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November 21, 158 3 

John 3. Dry nan, M.D. 
Director 
Montana Department of Health 

and Environmental Sciences 
Cogswell Building 
Helena, Montana 59620 

Mr. John G. Welles 
Regional Administrator 
EPA, Region V I I I 
1860 Lincoln Street 
Denver, CC 8C2G2 

REj proposed East Helena Superfund Site 

Gentlemen; 

As you know, over the past several months, the area near 
ASARCO's East Helena Plant has been the subject of extensive 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s and the area has been subject to possible 
l i s t i n g as a "Superfund s i t e . " On September S, 19B3, EPA 
published a proposed update to the Rational P r i o r i t i e s L i s t , f o r ­
mally proposing the s i t e , i d e n t i f i e d as the "East Helena 
Smelter," for i n c l u s i o n on the l i s t . 48 Fed. Reg. 40674. I 
enclose for your informatics a copy of comments that have been 
submitted on behalf of ASAHDD Incorporated with respect to the 
proposed l i s t i n g . 

As you v i l l note from the enclosed comments, i t i s 
ASARCO's p o s i t i o n that, i n l i g h t of (1J the very favorable 
r e s u l t s of the recent blood lead study i n the East Helena and 
Helena areas, (2) the favorable- r e s u l t s of the analysis of the 
ground water samples, and (3) the recent f i n a l i z a t i o r . of the 
lead SI?, no further expenditure of Superfund money with respect 
to the East Helena s i t e i s warranted. Moreover, ASARCO hopes 
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that i t w i l l have your support in urging that the East Helena 
site not be included on the National P r i o r i t i e s List when the 
current orooosed update i s finalized. As I r e c a l l , i t was 
Governor" Schwinden's position that the East Helena snelter s i t e 
should not be l i s t e d "if there were no adverse impacts present. 
In view of -the results now available, i t would seem that the 
position of Montana should become s o l i d i f i e d now in opposing 
the l i s t i n g of the East Helena s i t e . 

Expenditure of federal funds for further study or 
remedial actions at the East Helena site i s not warranted. 
ASARCO i s concerned that ongoing study efforts and expenditures 
are olanned at the East Helena site in the immediate future, 
even*trior to f i n a l action by EPA on-the proposed update to the 
National P r i o r i t i e s L i s t . ASARCO believes that such expenditures 
should be immediately curtailed while EFA's review of the status 
of the proposed site i s pending. 

In the event that a l l expenditures on additional studies 
of the East Helena site are not curtailed pending the current 
EPA review of the proposed l i s t i n g , ASARCO renews i t s request 
to oarticioate i n the*planning for any future studies. As you 
know, ASARCO has previously stated i t s view that the magnitude 
and exoense of the blood lead study that has now been under­
taken was t o t a l l y unjustified. ASARCO offered to provide the 
funds for an acorocriate test last February and March, but was 
informed that the CDC and EPA would proceed only on the basis 
that ASARCO not participate in any manner. ASARCO now under­
stands that additional surface water, s o i l sampling and other 
=tudies are currentlv under consideration, at a potential 
additional cost in the neighborhood of S500,00G. ASARCO believes 
that the need for further expenditures of this magnitude i s 
extremely wasteful in light of the blood lead study results. 
Moreover", i f additional studies are to be conducted, i t i s pos­
sible that ASARCO mav be able to conduct such studies i t s e l f 
more inexpensively than outside consultants. Kith respect to 
anv future Suoerfund a c t i v i t i e s with respect to the East Helena 
s i t e , i t i s crcoosed that an ad hoc working group of interested 
oarties similar to that which worked so well on the lead 
SI? and was convened at the commencement of the Superfund 
a c t i v i t y be established immediately to meet regularly to 
resolve this matter. 

Once you have had an opportunity to consider our views 
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-lease advise us how you intend to proceed. Thank you for your 
effo r t and the consideration devoted to this matter. 

Sincerely yours, 

Frank H. Moriscn 

FKH/mvm 

cc: John W. Bartiett ' 
Harold W. Bobbins 
John Wardell 
Gene Taylor 
Melvin A. Sharp, Jr. 
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